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Escape thwarted at Northumberland County Jail
Detective: Inmate stopped by razor 
wire while trying to scale fence
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

COAL TOWNSHIP - A 
Shamokin woman jailed last year 
for allegedly stealing a city police 
cruiser and broadcasting on the po­

lice radio allegedly attempted to es­
cape from Northumberland County 
Jail by scaling the perimeter fence 
on March 28.

Stormie Birster, 31, of Shamokin, 
allegedly arranged her bedding to 
give the impression she was sleeping

under the cover in an attempt to make 
herself appear present during the 
subsequent head count that morning. 
When she was placed in the yard for 
recreation, she allegedly climbed the 
fence surrounding the enclosure with 
the intent to escape but was unable to 
get through the razor wire running 
along the top of the fence. Birster 
was found by jail staff bleeding and 
laying on the ground near the recre­

ation yard door, according to court 
documents.

Birster was charged with a felony 
count of attempted escape. Northum­
berland County Detective Degg Stark 
filed the charge in the Shamokin 
office of District Judge John Gembic.

Birster sustained numerous lac­
erations from her contact with the 
razor wire. According to medical 
personnel and other witnesses,

many of those injuries were deep 
cuts found on various parts of her 
body. She was treated by Prime Care 
Medical staff and referred to the 
Geisinger-Shamokin Area Commu­
nity Hospital for further treatment, 
Stark reported.

Birster allegedly told jail staff that 
she had fallen. While at the hospital,

See ESCAPE, Page B2

STEM 
events to be 
held across 
the region 
over the 
next month
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

An innovative learning festival for 
students, educators, and families across 
the nation will have 15 local events in 
the Northeast Region that includes 
Northumberland, Union and Columbia 
counties.

Jennifer Hain, the Career Ready 
Central PA Facilitator for the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate Unit in Mil­
ton, said the Remake Learning Days 
from April 22 to May 23 is a program 
offered through the CSIU EcosySTEM 
and Career Ready Central PA. It in­
volves Science Technology Engineering 
and Math (STEM) and career-related 
events for students of all ages at libraries, 
schools, tech centers, museums, play 
spaces, community centers, business 
and industry, and more.

“I’m really excited about how many

See STEM, Page B4

New Berlin Fire 
Department 
joins task force 
to provide 
emergency 
drone services
By Justin Strawser
¡strawser@dailyitem.com

NEW BERLIN — Four emergency 
service providers in Northcentral 
Pennsylvania pooled their resources in 
order to provide drone and unmanned 
services in Pennsylvania.

The four Unmanned Aircraft Sys­
tems (UAS) organizations consist of 
New Berlin Fire Department in Union 
County, DuBoistown Fire and EMS 
in Lycoming County, North Central 
Pennsylvania Unmanned Emergency 
Services in Tioga County and Laporte 
Volunteer Fire Department in Sul­
livan County. They call themselves 
the Northcentral ROVER (Remotely 
Operated Vehicles For Emergency 
Response) Task Force for Snyder, Nor­
thumberland, Union, Lycoming and 
Tioga counties.

“The main goal is to help the pub­
lic, and to help them see the value in 
this equipment,” said New Berlin Fire 
Department Chief Pilot and UAS Pro­
gram manager Kale Geiswite. “It al­
lows the seamless capability to respond 
across multiple different counties.”

When a municipality has a need for 
drone technology in an emergency, 
Geiswite said they can make a request 
through the county 911 center. The 
task force is dispatched like they are 
responding with a firetruck, he said.

See DRONE, Page B4

Haven Ministry board president, 
community leader set to retire

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

No Ringer is set to retire after 25 years of banking and serving as board president to Haven Ministry in Sunbury.

Ringer essential in launch of construction project
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

NORTHUMBERLAND — 
Valley community leader No 
Ringer is set to retire from both her 
position at Susquehanna Commu­
nity Bank and as board president 
of Haven Ministry.

Ringer, 61, commercial rela­
tionship manager, at the bank in 
Northumberland, informed staff 
and the community in which she 
serves, she will be leaving the area

"It's very sad. I have been blessed to have made so 
many friends and been able to have them as family."

— No Ringer, board president 
of Haven Ministry

for Florida on May 15 after work­
ing at the bank for 25 years.

Ringer, who also serves as pres­
ident of the board at Haven Minis­
try, in Sunbury, said she will miss 
her friends and the community of

which she became part after she 
graduated high school in South 
Korea decades ago.

“It’s very sad,” she said Monday. 
“I have been blessed to have made 
so many friends and been able to

have them as family.”
Ringer was essential in the 

launch of the capital campaign 
for Haven Ministry’s construction 
project, which will include nine 
new rooms for people who are 
struggling and need a place to stay.

Haven Ministry is a homeless 
shelter on the southern end of Sun­
bury that services about 32 people 
a week who are in tough spots in 
life and need help.

See HAVEN, Page B2

Two Sunbury residents vie for District Judge seat
By Francis Scarcella

fscarcella@dailyitem .com

SUNBURY - Two Sunbury 
residents are vying for the District 
Judge’s seat that will be vacated with 
current judge Michael Toomey run- 
ning for Northumberland County 
judge.

Rachel Wiest-Benner and Ben 
Apfelbaum are seeking the seat and 
have been out on the campaign trail 
meeting with voters.

“I decided to run because I believe 
I would be the best fit and be a fair, 
impartial juror,” Wiest-Benner said. 
“I have 20 years of experience and 
have practiced every type of case that 
has come before any district judge.”

ELECTION2023

Rachel
Wiest-Benner

Ben
Apfelbaum

Wiest-Benner is a partner in the 
Sunbury law office of Wiest, Wi­
est-Benner & Rice, LLC along 
with her brother, city attorney and 
Sunbury Solicitor Joel M. Wiest. 
Wiest-Benner is the daughter of the 
late Karen M. Wiest and the late

Honorable William H. Wiest, a for­
mer judge and president judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas in Northum­
berland County.

Wiest-Benner is a graduate of Line 
Mountain High School, Susquehanna 
University, and the Widener School 
of Law. She was admitted to the prac­
tice of law in Pennsylvania in 2003. 
In addition to her legal partnership 
with her brother, Rachel is a former 
Public Defender, Conflicts Counsel,

and Guardian Ad Litem representing 
dependent children.

“I am vested in the area and chose 
to raise my children here,” she said. 
“I want to make sure the area remains 
safe for people to raise families.” 

Wiest-Benner said she has been 
out meeting with residents.

“I have enjoyed spending time in the 
community and meeting with people,”

See JUDGE, Page B2
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Weather/Local
STOCKWATCH
Close Change La-Z-Boy Inc. 27.69 0.01

Alphabet (Google) 104.45 -0.16 LendingTree 22.19 -0.32
Altria Group 46.69 -0.30 Lowe's 200.80 -5.08
Amazon 104.98 141 M&T Bank 120.63 0.62
American Water Works 149.05 -3.37 Masco Corp. 50.85 0.61
Apple 163.76 -0.01 McDonalds 289.76 -1.75
Archer-Daniels 77.03 1.13 Merck & Co. 113.43 -3.10
AT&T 17.20 -0.31 Microsoft 295.37 19.95
Bank of America 28.44 -0.40 Mid Penn Bancorp 21.98 -0.93
BestBuy 71.51 0.14 Mondelez 72.33 -0.17
Boeing 203.03 0.84 Nike 123.84 -0.82
Caterpillar 216.19 -2.44 Norfolk Southern 201.02 -6.10
Coca-Cola 63.55 -0.30 Northrop Grumman 449.09 -16.38
Conagra Brands 37.82 -0.32 Penns Woods Bancorp 22.91 0.40
CSX Corp. 30.14 -0.76 Pepsico, Inc 188.54 -1.17
CVS
Deere & Co. 
Dunkin 
EliLilly 
Exxon Mobil

72.26
374.61
98.35

376.27
115.45

-0.61
-4.86
-1.39
-8.57
-1.07

Philip Morris 
PNC

98.20
127.85

-0.49
4.15

PPL Corp.
Procter & Gamble

28.33
154.58

-0.37
-1.81

Fiserv 118.38 -1.71 Prudential Financial 83.70 -0.18

F.N.B. Corp. 11.20 0.03 Royal Caribbean 59.56 -0.83

FedEx Corp. 222.77 -2.70 Snap Inc 9.88 -0.28

Ford Motor Co. 11.54 -0.23 Snap-On Inc 254.13 -3.72

Fulton Financial 11.87 0.09 Starbucks 111.47 2.13

General Dynamics 214.83 -7.91 Sunoco 44.44 -0.57

General Electric 96.21 -2.23 Susquehanna Comm. Fin. 16.90 0.00

General Mills 87.88 -0.62 Target Corp. 155.45 -2.16
General Motors 32.22 -0.69 Textron Inc. 65.56 -1.64
Harley-Davidson 36.90 -0.45 Thor Industries 75.00 -1.76
Heßhey Co. 261.75 -1.23 Truist Financial 30.60 0.17
Hewlett Packard 14.09 -0.05 UGI Corp. 33.16 -0.74
Home Depot 288.07 -8.26 UPS Inc. 172.57 -3.72
Intel 29.05 0.17 Verizon 36.92 -0.38
International Paper 34.56 -0.13 Walmart 150.91 -0.66
Juniata Valley Fin. 14.80 0.00 Walt Disney Co. 96.61 -1.40
Kraft-Heinz Co. 39.36 -0.08 Weis Markets 83.33 -0.42

MUTUAL FUNDS
Close Change Fidelity Puritan 21.40 -0.03

Am. Funds Growth Fund A 53.86 -0.07 ¡Shares Core S&P 500 406.17 -1.66
Delaware Found. Mod. A 8.86 -0.06 Vanguard 500 Index Admiral 374.44 -1.45
Dreyfus S&P 500 Index 46.25 -0.18 Vanguard Inst Index 1 338.78 -1.30
Fidelity Magellan 11.38 -0.02 Vanguard Wellington Admiral 68.30 -0.16

TODAY’S NATIONAL FORECAST
Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

YESTERDAY’S NATIONAL EXTREMES for the 48 contiguous states 
High: 93° at Thermal, CA Low: 13° at Hartsel, CO

NATIONAL CITIES
TODAY FRI. TODAY FRI.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Atlanta 68/61/t 76/57/sh Miami 87/76/t 87/76/c
Atlantic City 59/53/pc 58/53/sh Minneapolis 63/50/sh 55/39/r
Boston 53/45/sh 58/46/pc Nags Head 64/59/sh 65/60/r
Buffalo 59/45/s 57/50/sh New Orleans 80/69/t 83/67/pc
Charlotte 66/60/pc 77/57/r New York 61/50/pc 60/50/pc
Chicago 65/46/pc 59/45/pc Ocean City, MD 62/54/sh 62/56/r
Cincinnati 67/54/r 65/48/sh Orlando 88/68/t 82/69/t
Cleveland 60/49/pc 61/48/r Philadelphia 67/51/pc 62/52/r
Columbus, OH 67/51/pc 65/49/r Phoenix 96/68/s 98/68/s
Dallas 71/52/pc 79/54/s Pittsburgh 66/52/pc 62/50/r
Detroit 58/45/pc 54/47/r St. Louis 63/51/r 64/50/pc
Dover, DE 63/53/pc 60/54/r San Francisco 77/53/s 74/52/pc
Houston 80/57/t 83/62/s Seattle 67/48/s 78/54/s
Los Angeles 78/55/s 78/57/s Wash., DC 71/54/pc 64/55/r
Weather(W): s-sunny. pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thundecstorms, r-ram, sfsnow flurries sn-snow, i-tce.
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New Berlin Fire Department joins task 
force to provide emergency drone services

Provided photo
Members of the Northcentral Remotely Operated Vehicles For Emergency Re­
sponse (ROVER) Task Force use drone technology for emergency responses.

STEM events held 
across the region 
over the next month

DRONE, from Page B1

The response from the task 
force can sometimes mean the 
difference between life and 
death. For example, a thermal 
drone can be in the air in min­
utes to search for a missing 
person, he said.

“It’s much faster and less 
manpower,” said Geiswite. 
“Much faster equates to lives 
saved. It can give a broad per­
spective to incident command­
ers, give them more information 
to make better tactical deci­
sions.”

These four departments 
are able to work together and 
also maintain their individual 
identities. The greatest benefit 
they experience is the ability to 
provide eyes in the sky for any 
department in need, he said.

The Northcentral PA ROVER 
logo was designed by adver­
tising art and design student 
Faylee Showers, of SUN Area 
Technical Institute in New Ber­
lin, said Geiswite.

New Berlin’s UAS drone pro­
gram was introduced in 2021 
with four pilots and six team 
members after the team members 
completed a lengthy paperwork 
process and training program 
with the Federal Aviation Ad­
ministration and National Fire 
Protection Association on licens­
ing and risk management. They 
gained full support from the Cen­
tral 911 dispatch center and the 
county emergency management 
team, said Geiswite.

Through donations from the 
National Public Safety Drone 
Donation Program, Duboistown 
Fire Department, PA Skill.Car­
gill Corporation of Winfield. 
Harbor Freight and Walmart, 
New Berlin was able to gather 
enough funding to start the 
program. The fleet currently 
consists of a response trailer, 
Yuneec and DJI Enterprise 
drones capable of thermal im­
aging as well as scene lighting 
from above and loudspeaker 
communications and screen 
casting to larger devices for 
viewing of incident command­
ers on emergency scenes and 
law enforcement personnel, said 
Geiswite.

“This technology was most 
recently used to assist the State 
Police with overwatch on an 
emergency scene minimizing 
risk to first responders at the 
scene and providing enhanced

situational awareness,” he said. 
“Our goal is to update and 
grow our program, educate 
other agencies on how we can 
assist them and provide com­
munity education on proper 
drone use, laws, and demon­
strations to enhance public 
trust and understanding of this 
technology.”

The Duboistown Fire and 
EMS UAS program began in 
2017. They eventually pur­
chased a brand new drone 
with a thermal imaging cam­
era. In addition to having one 
FAA-certificated Part 107 pi­
lot, they obtained a certificate 
of authorization for Lycoming, 
Tioga, and Sullivan counties, 
according to Duboistown UAS 
Pilot Paul Vavra.

The department also has an 
ROV or underwater drone. It 
is the only one based out of 
its response area in Lycoming 
County, said Vavra.

In 2022 they donated their 
Yuneec H520 drone to the New 
Berlin Fire Department, said 
Vavra.

North Central Pennsylvania 
Unmanned Emergency Services 
is a stand-alone emergency ser­
vices department that began in 
March of 2021. The department 
serves a primary coverage area 
of over 2,000 square miles and 
is the only department in that 
area using unmanned technol­
ogy — airborne and marine 
systems.

Expanding from their un­
manned operations mission, 
they’ve spent the last several 
months working directly with

U.S. Customs and Border Pro­
tection Air and Marine Opera­
tions to establish and develop a 
division that mirrors the AMO 
GTAC program. They are the 
first civilian agency to work di­
rectly with the GTAC program 
for this purpose. They also re­
cently completed a several-day 
workgroup session with a federal 
agency that was sent to Pennsyl­
vania to help guide and mentor 
the development process.

Laporte Volunteer Fire Chief 
and Chief Pilot Daniel Morri­
son said the drone program at 
their station started in 2020.

“Since starting our drone 
team, we have been traveling 
to other counties such as Ly­
coming, Bradford, Columbia 
and Tioga to assist in aiding 
Fire Departments, PA State Po­
lice and other agencies need­
ing our assistance. Our team is 
made up of four Part-107 pilots 
and six support personnel giv­
ing us a total of 10 responders 
to assist with Operations, Lo­
gistics, Mapping and Aircraft 
Spotters,” said Morrison.

They started their program 
small with a DJI Phantom 3 
donated by the National Public

Safety Drone Donation Pro­
gram. After six months they 
upgraded to a DJI Mavic Dual 
Enterprise with thermal capa­
bilities, he said.

“For the past two years we 
have been operating the Mavic 
to assist with missing individ­
uals as well as assist PA State 
Police with tracking wanted 
fugitives,” he said. “Our most 
recent success came from as­
sisting law enforcement with 
a running fugitive in a heavily 
wooded area. We launched the 
Mavic aircraft and within 10 
minutes had the fugitive’s loca­
tion we then hovered to monitor 
the situation until law enforce­
ment made contact and took the 
fugitive in custody. In March 
2023 we purchased through do­
nations made to our program 
the new DJI Matric 30T. Pilot 
training with the new system 
has begun, we hope to have this 
new aircraft in service soon.”

Geiswite said if a depart­
ment would like to schedule 
a demonstration or request the 
services, call the Central 911 
center during an emergency or 
the department to schedule a 
training.

STEM, from Page B1

events we have, and I hope we 
continue to grow,” said Hain. 
“We want families to know 
we’re creating these science and 
technology events for them to 
get out of the house, and we 
hope it leads them down a ca­
reer path as they get older. It's 
a way for businesses and indus­
tries to let children in where not 
all (businesses) can.”

The first event was held at 
the Bloomsburg Children’s Mu­
seum on April 22. The next two 
events will be held at North­
way Industries in Middleburg 
on May 3 and May 6 and at 
STEAM Innovation Labs in 
Sunbury on May 5.

The Northway Industries 
Experience — Exploration in 
Woodworking is scheduled for 
5 to 7 p.m. May 3 and 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. May 6 at 434 Pax- 
tonville Road in Middleburg. 
Northway Industries invites 
parents, caregivers, teachers, 
coaches, and club leaders to 
learn alongside their students 
and explore exciting careers in 
woodworking. Participants will 
have the opportunity to do one 
of three different projects to 
take home at no cost, said Hain.

STEAM Innovation Labs, in 
Sunbury, is a space for makers 
in the area to learn from each 
other and foster their skills in 
areas from arts to technology 
and woodworking to welding. 
The May 5 event — held from 
5 to 8 p.m. at 363 Market St., 
Sunbury — is called Wonder- 
ous Machines that will feature 
a mini Tesla coil, 3D printing, 
laser cutting and other demon­
stration, according to owner 
Meghan Beck.

Penn Valley Airport in Se- 
linsgrove is hosting STEM 
to the Skies-Careers in Avia­
tion on May 9, 17, 18, and 23. 
Penn Valley Airport invites

parents, caregivers, teachers, 
coaches, and club leaders to 
learn alongside their students 
and explore exciting careers 
in aviation. Participants will 
have the opportunity to use the 
flight simulator and participate 
in hands-on projects with vari­
ous professionals in the aviation 
field at no cost, said Hain.

Penn Valley Airport is lo­
cated at 100 Airport Road in 
Selinsgrove.

Hain said the goal is to teach 
science and technology, gain 
interest at early ages, help stu­
dents understand what careers 
are found in the local area and 
create a pipeline to careers.

Funding comes through 
the Susquehanna Education 
Foundation of the Degenstenin 
Foundation.

Other events are Junkyard 
Wars Challenge and Family 
Junk Yard Wars at the Blooms­
burg Children’s Museum on 
May 6; LCM Presents Junk­
yard Wars Family Challenge 
at the Lewisburg Children’s 
Museum on May 6; STEAM 
Open House at Priestley-For- 
syth Memorial Public Library 
on May 11 and 13; Streaming 
Out Of The Box at the CSIU- 
16 on May 12; Paint Together 
at Bloomsburg Public Libary 
on May 13; Families Coming 
Together To Think In and Out 
Of the Box In Creating Their 
Own Masterpiece at CSIU-16 
on May 13; Junkyard Wars 
Family Final Challenge at the 
Hand IN Hand Foundation 
Resouce Center; After School 
STEAM Party at the Milton 
Public Library on May 17; 
Cardboard City at the Lewis­
burg Children’s Museum on 
May 21; and Tinker Time at 
the Bloomsburg Public Library 
on May 23.

Each event is free and open 
to the public. Participants must 
register at https://bit.ly/remake- 
learningdays-northeast.
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Richard M. Wells & Son
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

No Job Too Far
• Tar & Chip • Hot Crack Filling 

• Driveways • Parking Lots
• Private Roads • Seal Coating

• Free Estimates 
1 Reasonable Rates • Fully Insured

Call Toll free 1 -888-665-0050 
SELINSGROVE (570) 884-1101 MILLVILLE (570) 458-5540 

____________ Richardmwells363@yahoo.com______________
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Earth Safe 
TreatmentGot Termites?

■PET SAFE
■ No drilling of porches, sidewalks, driveways, etc.,

(greater resale value of home)

' No chemicals put in soil around home/property
(no future impact on environment)

' 24/7 Response
■ Area’s only termite control and prevention specialist
■ 100% Success rate_,_.PA#202020t
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Call Phil at 570-784-8740

Termites Plus

Now offering 
comprehensive financial 

planning, wealth 
management and tax 
preparation services.

Starr 
Financial 
Services

3 S. Market St, Suite 6 
Selinsgrove, PA 17870 

570-898-5239 
courtney@starrfs.com

Securities and advisory services offered 
through LPL Financial, registered 

investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC

Courtney Hanes, Tax Specialist

John A. Sporar, CRC ’ 
Wealth Advisor

Jamestown Binghamton
60/41

Johnstow*
62/48 Philadelphia^

67/51

oWilmington
67/52

Morgantown Cumberland , <<& Hagerstown 
70/55 a 69/51 9 ' v, o 67/52

THREE-DAY LOCAL FORECAST * AccuWeather | Get the NEW app

TODAY

Partly sunny

HIGH 65°

TONIGHT

Becoming cloudy

FRIDAY

7
Cooler with periods 

of rain

SATURDAY

LOW 46° 58° 51'

Rain and drizzle in 
the a.m.

63° 49°

UV INDEX TODAY RIVER STAGEALMANAC
Selinsgrove through 4 p.m. yesterday 

PRECIPITATION in inches
Yesterday 0.13
M-t-d (normal) 1.60(3.17)
Y-t-d (normal) 7.88(11.80)
Departure from normal -3.92 
TEMPERATURE 
Yesterday's high/low 61°/38°
Normal high/low 66°/41°
Record high 91° (2009)
Record low 25° (1934)
HEATING DEGREE DAYS 
Yesterday 15
Season to date 4847
Last season to date 5106 
Normal season to date 5656 
Index of energy consumption 
indicating how far the day's mean 
temperature was below 65 degrees. Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2023

REGIONAL FORECAST Shown is today's weather. Temperatures are today's highs and tonight's lows.

Elmira
Erie 06 0/46 ¿V_____________»64/37
55/47

9 a.m. Noon 3 p.m. 6 p.m. 
3 r8 6 2

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV 
Index™ number, the greater the need for 
eye and skin protection.
0-2 Low; 3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 
Very High; 11+ Extreme.

SUN AND MOON
TODAY FRI.

Sunrise 6:11a.m. 6:10 a.m. 
Sunset 7:59 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 

First Full Last New

Apr 27 May 5 May 12 May 19

As of 7 a.m. yesterday

RIVER FLOOD
LOCATION STAGE STAGE
Wilkes-Barre 4.73 ft. 22 ft.
Danville 5.24 ft. 20 ft.
Sunbury 8.87 ft. 24 ft.
Renovo 1.47 ft. 15 ft.
Williamsport 2.30 ft. 19 ft.

POLLEN COUNTS
Yesterday's readings 

GRASS TREES WEEDS

High VH Low
Source: www.accuweather.com
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